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1, the Editor ef the Cukisrian Monitor, 


p AR SIR. 
Tknow yor will believe me when Teuy it iz my 
a» ost wish t9 contribute my mite now and then 


» noel hag Per thie 
purpose / Gen {ou t% / ollawerig Sermon. br neth- 
er it deserves a place im your columns, you must 

ubre. IL willontu observe, that it has never been 
printed ; and that, im my opinion, it will scarcely 
sufer any thing by being divided tnio three or 
four portions. 

Your friend and brosher in the Gospel, 


THE AUTHOR. 


X% Funeral Sermon, 


Oecasioned by the death of Mrs. NM... 3 
Delivered at *****, Oct. 2, 1812. 


«“ Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, 
Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven ; 
but he that-doeth the will of my Fatber wh:ch 
is in heaven.” Mar. Vii. 21. 

The custom of testifying respect for 
deceased friends by some sort of funeral 
services seem to be as ancient and as u- 
niversal as the mortality of man. A cus- 
tom so deeply founded in the feelings of 
(he human heart is doubtless very rea- 
sonable and proper. But our principal 
min such services ought to be of a 
higher orders nameiy,to make the dear 
ofanother a memento to ourselves that 
we also must die; and to improve the 
solemn warning in preparing for our own 
departure out of the world, whenever it 
may please God to callus away. 

_ Want of knowledge would render me 
incapable of drawing the character of the 
lite Mrs. N., were I more disposed to 
attempts of that kind than Lam. Let ine 
simply exhort you, her relatives, her 
friends, and her neighbors, to imitate in 
your own liyes whatsoever you knew to 
ve amiable and dignified in hers ; and to 
be followers of her so far as she was a 
‘ollower of Christ Jesus. 

Phat we must all die, no one needs to 


Va. APRIL 27, 1816. 
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he informed... But what is to become of 
us aiter death ? The Scripttires of truth 
lift the awful! veil, and give us much in- 
struction respecting our future existence. 
Ifera we are ossnred that death does not 
destroy, nor ev. « sUspenu ae COonscioUs- 
ness and sensibilities of our souls ; that 
our very bodies shall be raised from the 
grave ; that all mankind are to stand be- 
fore God in judgment at that period 
which is emphatically called the last and 
the great day ; that some shall go from 
his tribunal into the kingdom of heaven, 
a state of unmingled, uninterrupted joy, 
of periect and everlasting happiness ;—~— 
while the rest shall be driven away into 
hell, the region of eternal darkness, mis- 
ery and despair. 


Can we ascertain who shall enter into 
heaven at last ? What manner of persons 
are they ? And who are the rest, the ma- 
ny, who shall be heirs of final perdition ? 
Are not these questions, my hearers, in- 
expressibly important to every one of us ? 
Ought they not to arouse our souls, as 
with a voice of thunder, to consider our 
latter end and the things which belong 
toour peace > That we might be enabled 
to decide for ourselves, our Sovior has 
given us a sure criterion in the words of 
my text: * not every one that saith unto 
ne, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the 
kingdom of heaven, but he thatdoeth the 
will of ny Father who is in heaven.” 

They who shall go into heaven are 
described by a great comprehensive prin- 
ciple, which constitutes their distinguish- 
ing character. It is, that « they do the 
will of God.” ‘They may live in various 
ages and nations ; under dispensations 
of religion more or less perfect. Still 
they all agree im making it the business 
of their lives to do the will of their 
heavenly Father. 
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It is obvious to remark here the neces- 
sity of taat radical change in the moral 
temper of the sou 
God so abundanctl It is called 
“abeing brought out of darkness into 
marvellous licht : a new birth from 
above 3; a resurrection from death in 
trespasses and sins 3 having acleanheart 
and a right spirit implanted within us 3 
a being created auew in Christ Jesus un- 
to good works.” It is too evident that 
we are born fallen creatties, alienated 
from God and true goodness. In what- 
ever way our appetites and passions 
prompt us tu act, we are busy in doing 
our own forbidden will, and not the w ill 
of God. “ ‘The carnal mind,” says Sf. 
Paul, “ is enmity against God ; for it is 
not subject to the law of God, neither in- 
deed canbe.” It is manifest that while 
we remain in this condition we are ut- 
terly disqualified for the service of God. 
Ashe searches the heart, and requires 


insista. 


the homaze of the heart, we must be re- 
newed,not in mere external reformation 
of manners, but in the very spirit of our 
minds, in order to our possessing the 
character described in my text. 


This 
change, by which we are converted unto 
Grod, is the workofhis Holy Sp init within 
us. It is attended with various cireum- 
stances mn different persons. It some- 
times takes plac e suddenly, but oftener 
gradually. The change itself, however, 
is essential to ali, and is substantially 
the same in all who shall ever inhabit the 
kingdom of heaven. 

‘The will of God. which he calis us in 
his gospe ‘| to obey, is a will full of mercy. 
With its commandments. it brings the 
most cheering promises of a divine efli- 
cacious influence, to encourage our fee- 
ble exertions, and to assure us of the vic- 
tory over all our spiritual enemies : and 
it aims, in all points, at the accomplish- 
ment of our salvation. Let us enter a 
little into particulars. 

We are called to a deep and hearty re- 
pentance for our sins. ‘The law of God 
isthe unerring standard of righteousness. 
it is impossible that we should examine 
ourselves, carefully and honestly, by that 
holy standard, without discovering that 
we are exceedingly guilty in his sight -- 
We shall not only find that we have over 
and over done the things which we ought 
not fo have done, and left undone the 


on which the word of 


gotten Son, that whosoever 


things which we ought to have dpe 
but also that our very hearts, the foyy, 
tains of niwral action, are altog gether pol, 
luted with depravity. Such are the sep. 
reselitations which the word of God give 
of our natural state ; pronouncing us ty 
be ne vther than * servants of sin aye 
children of wrath.” In these views, », 
are required to prostrate ourselves jn yy. 
feigned contrition before God; confex. 
iis Our transeressions without reserye 
palliation ; : imploci ing his unmerited com. 
passion 5 and resolving, in humble rel). 
ance upon his strength, and net upon 
our own, to dedicate ¢ eur faculties for i) 
future tu a Course of sincere and untimi. 
ed obedience. This Is genuine repent. 
ance towards God. Can any thing be 
more reasonable, more suitable to the 
condition of a sinner P 

In like manner we are called to obey 
the message which God has sent us cop. 
cerning lits Son Jesus Christ. God so 
loved the world, that he gave his only be 
believeth 
him sheuld not perish, but have everlast 
ing life.” Weare lost in sin; but Chris 
caine * to seek and to save the lost.” He 
sthe only Mediator between God and 
us: the Lord our righteousness 3” * the 
propitiation for our sins;” through whose 
redemption the justice and mercy of Go! 
are reconciled and glorified in our salva- 
tion, Weare required, theretore, tore: 
nounce every other ground of hope, anc 
to build upon this * strong foundation 
which God has laid in Zion.” It is his 
will that we accept his dear Sen Jesus 
Christ in his glorious offices, as ov 
Prophet, our Pr jest, aud our King; that 
we cheer fully trust in his’ spotless obedi- 
ence and atoning sacrifice as the price of 
our pardon, acceptance, and eternal life; 
and that we commit ourselves with all 
eratitude to his prevalent interc essiol. 
his wise and powerful guardianship, th! 
we may be prepared for unmortal felicity, 
and invested with the full possession of 
it in dne season. These are the exercises 
of faith in Jesus Christ ; which faith, as 
well as repentance, its inseparab le con- 
comitant, is the work of the Holy Spit 
in our souls. Whosoever thus believesy 
with all his heart, receives from God the 
full remission of sins, and a title to heas- 
en for the Redeemer’s sake. The king: 


dom of God is established, the very lus 














¢ jeaven is begun, in the believer’s bo- 
com. % He shall never come into con- 
jonation, but is passed from death un- 


to jife. ve 
And now being adopted into the fam- 


ly of God, and * having peace with him 
rough the Lord Jesus Christ ;” the 
vijivl Ged concerning his sahdnen is 
veir complete sanctification, that they 
may be qualified for perfect communion 
with him inabetter world. He requires 
them to obey his holy laws, to glorify 
him with their bodies and their spirits 
which are his :*’ notin the vain, presump- 
‘ous attempt te pay him for his favours ; 
bat from fervent “gratitude and filial de- 
votion, upon the generous prineiples of 
the gospel. The word of God, which 
tliey love to study, instracts thera { in the 
knowledge of their duties. They learn 
whes it is to ** deny ungodliness & world- 
ly justs. and to live soberly, righteously, 
and godly in this present world.” Piety 
‘wards God; uprightaess, benevolence 
and pa ttience towards mankind 3 mode- 
ration in the pursuit of earthly objects, 
and strict tenrperance in the enjoyment 
of them ; these are the blessed works by 
which they are called to imitate that ‘a- 
viour * who loved them and gave himself 
for them.” And the same inspired book 
informs them that the spirit of God shall 
dwell with them, to enlighten and com- 
fort them ; to fortify them with strength 
against their foes, visible and invisible ; 
and to guide them safely through their 
Christian covrse to the abodes of rest 
and peace on high. 

From these scriptural views of things 
we may easily gather the character of a 
child of Gol, who does the will on 
ueavenly Father, and proves himselfa 
reir of the kingdom of clory. He iad 

experienced repentance for his sins ; that 
gully sorrow which has led him to hate sin 
as the worst of evils, the crucifier of the 
Lord of glory. and to declare everlasting 
Wey against itin allits forms. Fee ins 
\is daily imperfections, he still daily t 
pents before God ; renew ing his surrow 


lor sing his vigilance against its ap- 
proaches, and his resolution to resist 
it, through grace, even tothe end. Tlav- 


ingfound himsel€ ruined and helpless, 
4a a condemned rebel in the steht ef God, 
te saw the salvation of the gospel, ap- 
proved it, and received it in love.— 


839 








Through faith iv the Lord Jesus Christ 
he appr roached the throne of God, and 
was‘accepted as his child. And the life 
wich he lives is still a life of habitual 
faith in the Son of God. Le elories in the 
cross of Christ, as the basis of all his re- 

ligious pleasures, and all his hopes of hea- 
ven. Inspired with gratitude, the lan- 
guage ol his heart is, Lord, what wilt 
thou have me todo Speak, Lord, 

for thy servant heareth :° > how may | alo- 
rify thee, and testify toall around my 
sense of th loving kindnes, my esteem 
of thy approbation, which is dearer to me 
than all that the world accounts rood 
and great. The word of God, his “gab- 
bath, his sanctuary, his ordinances, how- 
ever despised by the world, are pre- 

cious indeed to the servant of Ged, who 

earnestly desires to know his Father’s 

will that he may performit. He consi- 
ders prayer to be no less a privilege than 
a duty ; sand seeks daily intercourse with 
Grod in ‘the exercises of devotion. He 
adores God for his providences, even 
when they afflict him ; knowing that they 

are wise and righteous, and trusting that 
they shall operate as blessings to his soul. 
He is zealous for the houour of his God 
and Saviour in the world. Ifhe hasa 
family, he vigorously adopts the excel- 


lent purpose of Joshua, * as for me and 


my house we will serve the Lord.” And 
he studies to be instrumental, in any 
practicable way, to extend the kingdom 
of Jesus Christ to the ends of the earth. 
In bis social relations, he makes it his 
care not only to injure no man by word 
ordeed, but also todo good to all menas 
he has opportunity. -especii ally tothem who 
are of the household of faith,” The disci- 

) plesot Jesus Christ, however distinigilsh- 
ed by names, and varieties of opinion 
on smaller points, he accounts * the ex- 
cellent of the earth,” and delights in 
them in proportion as they appear to bear 
the image of God. In all his dealings 
with mankind he adheres to the olden 
rule of integrity, “ doing to others as he 


vould have them do unto him 3°" choos- 


ing much rather to forego advantage 
and tu suffer Joss than to act upon those 


loose and selfish maxims which the world 
applauds, or at Jeast extenuates, but 
which the gospel condemns. His heart 
is enlarged with benevolence ; disposing 
hin to ** rejoice with them that rejoice. 
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and to weep with them that weep.” He 
loves to alleviate pain and sorrow and to 
promote peace and happiness iy the 
world. Feeling his own obligations to 
the pardoning mercy of God, sensible 
how much he daily needs that mer CY, and 
fixing his eye upon the Redeemer’s ex- 
ainple, he is meek and patient under in- 
juries, readier to forgive than to seek 
vengeance, Hp ¢ prays for those who 
des spitefully use him :” and instead of 
* rendering evil for evil,” which is the 
boasted honour of a worldly spirit, he 
renders blessing for cursing, and strives 
to “overcome evil with geod.” Above 


all, knowing the supreme importance of 


the religion of Christ to the present and 
eternal welfare of man. be labours with 
inextinguishable ardour to advance the 
kingdom of the Saviour throughout the 
world, As to the business, the passions, 
and the pleasures of the present life, the 
servant of God lives “ as a stranger and 
a pilgrim upon the earth.” The world 
js not syited to be his resting place ; and 
therefore * he seeks a better countr y. 

Mis treasure is in heaven, and his heart 
is there also. By the grace of God he 
with the lot as- 
sisned hin. He enjoys thankfully the 
bounties of divine providence ; without 
being enslaved by them, and without los- 
ing sight of his stewar: ship and respon- 
sivility to God for his use of worldly bless- 
ings. He bears aiflictton with fortitude, 


learns to be contented 


leaning upon the glorious promises of 


God, and cons clos that he has ** chosen 
that good part,” that inheritance beyond 
the ite ‘which shall never be taken 

away from him.” ves he meet with 
disappointment in his pursuits P It ex- 
cites him to set, his affection the more 
earnestly upon things above. Is he be- 
reaved of objects dea rto his heart ? He 
is impelled to resort with more intensity 
of desire to communion with God, the 
light of whose gracious countenance he 
prizes far above “al! the stores of juy con- 
tained in this vain and transitery world, 
The love otf God © shed abroad in his 
heart,” the power of Christ engaged for 
his protection, the testimony of an ap- 
proving conscience, the praspect of heav- 
en; these are the Christian’s grand sup- 
ports and consolations, while he pursues 
his pilgrimage th rough the wilderness of 
sin and calamity to the regions of ever- 
lasting glo: ‘y. 


In drawing this sketch of an hei of 
God's heavy enly kingdom, it was Iny Wis 
not to grieve nor discourage any ef {iy 
least of his people. I trust I lave » hot 
done it. God has his weak as well as |, 
strong children. ‘The best here below 
have many imperfections to lament, fy. 
perience teaches all that their feelings 
of watchfulness, zeal, and devotion arp 
liable to frequent ebbs and flows. Yet| 
dare not surrender ner conceal the greg 
truth contained in my text, that an hej; 
of heaven must be one who gives to Gy 
the settled supremacy in his affections ; 
whose habitual, governing principle it js, 
in all situations. and at all events. to ds 
the will of his heavenly Father. Wout 
to God that all of us could find the Orig 
nal of this lescription, readily and cer. 

tainly, in our own bosoms ! 

This account of the heirs of heaven js 
propesed, my heavers, to your strictest 
investigation, fit be just, how ines. 
pressibly alarming is the consequence, 
that all whe do not partake of that char. 
acter must be excluded from heaven’! 
We hear of no other state in the eternal 
world besides heaven and hell. All, 
therefore, who do not make the will of 
God the governing rule of their hearts 
and lives, whatever may be their varieties 
of disposition and action in other res- 
pects, and who die without a thoroug) 
evangelical change, must inevitably sink 
down into hell, there to suffer the dread 
ful punishment of their sins forever and 
ever. It may he profitable to dwell a 
little upon this subject, by bringing be- 
fore your sight some of the principal 
classes of impenifent sinners. 

It is obvious to begin, though Lf ac- 
knowledge it is digressing somewhat 
from the precise limits of my text, wit! 
those who live in the notorious disr ‘evard 
of all religion. And how vast is the 
number of human beings who do not even 
profess to be in the way to heaven, nor to 
have any cencern about finding it ! Here 
is the infidel, who lilts his brazen front 
in the face of day, and scoffs at the doc: 
trines of the cross. Here is the profane 
nian, who binds his assertions, whether 
true or false, vents his malignant pas- 
sions, and fills up his wretched vacuities 
of meaning, with oaths and curses, impi- 
ously taking the tremendous name 0! 
God in vain. ere is the man of pride, 












vho scorns his fellow creatures, and 
worships himself; who would think him- 
self disg yraced by forgiving au injury,and 
deems murder in stugle combat the very 
dnishing touch of honor, Herve is the ain- 
biti ‘ous man, who worms his way to some 
yad eminence by the path of baseness 
and corruption. Here is the. covetous, 
who adicat coll his dearest treasure; 
who seeks it by opyn ession, gaming, and 
4 thuusand arts of frauds; and who hoards 
it in spite of the calls of charity, and 
even of his own he cessitie S. Ihere is the 
devauchee. he vile and miserable slave 
indulgence. Here ts the 
who destroys his health. his 


yi sensual 


drunkard, 


fume, and his reason, degrading himself 


vy the intoxicating glass below the level 
of the beasts that perish. And with these 
characters nest be grouped all those who 
aid, approve, or conntive at their wicked 
practices. Jt would be difficult to com- 
plete the evumeration ; and time does 
not at present periuut thre "attempt. But | 
cannot forbear to notice the sort of being 
whom the world is pleased to call, witha 
ry gerous perversion of language, a man 
fa good heart. A good heart ! ! Qur 
Saviour uses the phrase as ay, <A) de- 
-criptive ofa child of God. A ‘good 
aan out of the good treasure of his heart 
bringeth forth good things.” But the 
yood-hearted man of the world is a very 
different personage. He hasa certain 
instinctive easiness of temper, which 
pleasantly lets the world go to ruin in its 
own way, without interruption or cen- 
sure 3 a constitutional sympathy, which 
cannot patiently bear to see distress un- 
relieved. Kvery vice not inconsistent 
with these dispositions may be his. He 
may be an open despiser of religion ; and 
insult the Almighty every hour in the 
day. He may be the slave of lawless ap- 
petites. His sentiments and his example 
may be full of poison to the morals of so- 
clety. Notwithstanding all this, he is 
ge nerally accounted one of the best-heart- 
ed men in the world. But to retuen. 
(TO BE CONTINUED ) 
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TO ALL CHRISTIANS 
THROUGHOUT THE U. STATES. 


The following Extract from alate report from 
the Bristol Auxiliary Missionary Society, is 
pre tenon f submitted to your 

dapation. 


serious CoCli- 


o+t 


“Tn China the indef tizable 
rison, and his excellent coadiutor Mr. 
Milne, are lateotienr for the salvation of 
that Immense cinpire. Mr. Morrison has 
printed 2000 copies of his Chinese tract 5 
and 590 copies of his Chinese Testa- 
ment, in a language which » ay be read 
by hundreds of millions of the human 
race. Sut what are they to the necessi- 
tics of one third of the whole elobe, who 
speak the Chinese language ? Mr. Milne 
declares that the city of Canton alone, 
would be but rmmdifferent!y supplied with 
a million of copies! He laments that 
them funds are exhausted, that they can- 
nal go a single step further, nor print 
one copy more, unless further aid be af- 
turded trom this coantry. * ‘Phis” he 
adds, * is the fact, and I hope it will 
plead more strongly than ten thousand 
entreaties with the christian public.’— 
Mr. Milne has lately madea tour of 
fourteen hundred miles to the island of 
Java, for the purpose of Cistributing the 
New ‘Testament and: tracts.— 
ble was eve rv where welcomed by pe r- 
of all ranks with the warmest hes- 
pitality. “Lue Chinese received his pre- 

sents with gratitude, 


Mr. Mor- 


elurious 
SONS 


liste ‘net to his dis- 
course with sttention~<-2: illed him * Pa- 
dra Pjina,” the minister of the Chinese ; 
strongly sep ‘tuned hiin to continue, 
and establish a mission at Java ; and af- 
ter his desurture, expressed a strong de- 
sire that he would return, and explain 
the book which be pwr viven to them :de- 
claring that they could find no rest, day 
nor night | i their minds, since they had 
readii. Mr. Milne ina letter to our 
worthy Secretary, dated Canton, Febru- 
ary 6th, 1S195, says, I hope the Huible 
Suc iety will ever keep their eve on, and 
turn the stream of their benevolence to- 
wards China. We want, sir, Fifty. Mii- 
lions of New ‘Testaments for China, and 
afterwards only about one sixth of the 
population would be supplied. I should 
ask no higher honour upon earth to dis 
tribute the said number.” ‘Thus far from 
the Report. 

gehold, fellow christians of the Unit- 
ed States, what a field of usefulness, 
what scenes of blessedness, are unfold- 
ing to yeur view. The providence ot 
God i is fulfilling his promise, that all the 
ends of the earth shall see the salvation 


of our God. China is whitening to the 
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harvest : and the word ofthe Lord has 
been translated into a language spoken 
by hundreds of millions of our race, who 
have hitherto been sitting in darkness, 
and the region of the shadow of death. 
The printing of the sacred volume, as 
you learn above, has been suspended for 
wantoffunds. American ships are sOon 
to sail for Canton, to accumulate world- 
ly treasure by the importation of the pro- 
ducts of China ; let them not depart 
without carrying with them some testi- 
mony that American Christians take an 
interest in the spiritual welfare of that 
nation who have contributed so largely 
to the temporal wealth of the United 
slates. 

Shall the distribution of » apiritu: al food 
amongst so many millions of mankind be 
suspended for want of money to print 
the bible? Mr. Morrison has. patiently 
devoted eight years of his life in perfect- 
ing this translation : forsaking father and 
mother , country and ease, to promote the 
spiritual and eternal good of a nation 
who reside thousands of miles distant 
from his native home. And shall his la- 


ne & be lost fer want of support from his 


fellow christians ; shalla nation fail of 
the distribution of the word of life, for 
want ofa small portion of the temporal 
wealth of christians, who enjoy country, 
and kindred, and ease ? Ah no! it can- 
not be :--the cry of millions of perishing 

souls, sounds loud in our ears from C hi 
na, send over, and help us.” Such a 
are willing and able todo so, are res- 
pectlully requested 1o forward their do- 
nationsteDivie Bethune, in New-York, 
or to Robert Ralston in Philadelphia, by 
whom the amount will be faithfuily re- 
mitted to Messrs. Morrison and Milne 
in China. It is the work of the Lord, 
and He loves a cheerful giver. { U’hila. p. 

--——. ee 
FROM A LONDON PAPER. 
Testimonies in favor of the Bible, by Cel- 
ebrated Characters. 

The celebrated Sir William Jones, at 
the end of his bible, wrote the following 
words—* | have regularly and atten- 
tively perused these Holy Scriptures 5 
and am of opinion, that this volt ime (in- 
clependently of its divine origin) contains 
m we true sublimity, more exquisite 

eauty, more pure morality, more impor- 
rie history, and fiaer strains of poetry 


~ wo 


and eloquence, than can be collec ted 
from ali other books, in whatever age o, 
language they may have been writtey, 

The unstrained application uf them to o. 
vents which took place jong afer the 
public ation, is a solid ground for belie 
that they are genuine productions, aud 

consequently inspired.” 

Mr. Addison, speaking of the supe. 
rior perfections of the Sacred V atom r 
every human work, says, the sreat ay 
glorious truths which it discovers to u 
are, compared with those which we else. 
where acquire, as the creator contrasted 
with his works. “ Had Cicero,” gaye 
he, * lived to see all that christianity hs. 
brought to light, how would he whos; 
fondly hoped tor immortality, have Jay. 
ished out all the force of eloquence i in 
those noblest of contemp!ations—the Re. 
surrection, and the Judement. that wil! 
foliow it: How had bis breast glowed wit) 
pleasure, when the whole compass ot fu. 
turity, revealed in these pages, lay opens 
to his view! Hew would he have enter. 
ed, with the force of lightning, into tle 
affections of his hearers, upon those glo. 
rious themes, which are contained in tie 
Bible—themes, which when enlarged on 
by a skilful Christian Orator, make us 
break out into the same expressions, 
those of the two disciples who met ou 
rig after he rose from the dead 

‘Dial not our hearts burn within us. 
while he talked with us by the way, ent 
while he opened unto us the Ser iptures: P 

"The learned Mr. Locke. (after demon- 
strating the truth of the Holy Scriptures 
in various ways) thus expressed himself, 
in a letter toa friend, just before he 
died :—~** Stndy the Holy Scriptures, ¢ 
pecially the New Testament ¢ for thereia 
are contained the words of eternal lil. 
The Bible has God for its author, Salva- 
tion for its end, and truth for its matte’, 
without any mixture of error.” 

Similar testimonies in favour ofthe Bi- 
ble might be adduced in the immortal 
Bacon, Lord Verulam ; in the great Sit 
isaac Newton, who wrote to prove the 
excellence of the Scriptures ; in Mr. 
Boyle, who instituted means to eluc idate 
their truth; in Mr. West, who wrote # 
‘Treaties on the subject of ‘the tesurrec: 
tion ; in Lord George Lyttleton, whose 
illustrious rank received ‘splendour irom 
his talents, and who has done essentis 
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eervice to the Christian cause, by his ad- 
mirable work on the conversion of St. 
Paul; all these it will be obsers ed were 
Laymen, and therefore cannot be sus- 
pected of any undue partiality for the 
Scriptures ; and to such distinguished 
names might be added those of a Milton, 
4 Hale,a Johnson, a Cowper, a Bryant, a 
Beattie, a Cumberland—Laymen also 
yost eminently distinguished for their 
learhing and science.yet who deemed all 
their learning, all science, of little worth 
compared with what they derived frum 
the Book of Gad. 

The excellent Dr. Watts (in his ad- 
vice tv & young man) says : * Whatever 
your circumstances may be in this world, 
value the Bible, as your best treasure ; 
and, whatever be your employment, look 
ypon religion as your best business.— 
‘ve Bible contains eternal life in it, and 
religion is the only way for you to be- 
aime possessed of 1t.”” : 

Dr. Leachman, upon his death bed, 
thus addressed the son of a nobleman 
who had been under his care ; “ You see, 
my young friend, the situation in which 
Inow am. IT have not many days to 
live, and am happy that you witness the 
tranquillity of mv last moments, Butit 
js not tranquillity alone ; itis joy and tri- 
umph—nay, itis complete exultation.”’ 
ltis features brightened, and his voice rose 
in energy as he spoke.” *«* And whence,” 
suit he ** does this exuliation spring P— 
From that Book,” said he, pointing to 
the Bible :—** From that blessed Book, 
toomuch neglected indeed, but which con- 


tains invaluable treasures ! treasures of 
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vliss and regascing, for itanakes us cer- 
‘ain that this mertal shall pat on immoer- 
tality.” 

Judge Hale, in a letter to his children, 
‘ivss* [t has been my practice to require 
vou tobe frequent in reading the Scrip- 
‘ures, with due observation and under- 
standing, which will make you wise for 
this world,and that which is to come.” 

Lord Rochester, in his last illness, 
vould frequently lay his hand on the Bi- 
vey and say, * There is true philoso- 
Py. Thereisthe wisdom that speaks 
tothe heart. A bad life is the only grand 
vbjection to this book.” . 

Sir John Eardly Wilmot, in a letter 
ins eldest son, expresses himself in 
“ese words: « Jet me exhort you to 
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read with the rreatest attention both the 
Old aud New Testaments, you will find 
your mind extremely becalmed by so do- 
ing, and every tumultuous passion brid- 
led by that firm belicfof a resurrection, 
which is so evidently marked out and 
impressed upou mankind, by Christiaa- 
ity.” 

Dr. Samuel Johnson, in his last illness, 
called a young gentleman, who sat up 
with him during the night, to his bed 
side, and addressed him in these words : 
‘“ Young man attend to the advice of one 
who has possessed a certain degree of 
fame in the world, and who will shortly 
appear before his Maker. Jtead the Lit- 
bie every day cf your life.” 

atuigiietitene 
Extract from @ speech of Mr. WM. C. 

Wauen, at a meeting held in Neie- 

casite-upon-Tyne in January, 1814, 

for the formation of a Sunday Unto 

School -— 

* [nu Scotland it is known that parents 
assutmne it to themselves, as a solemn du- 
ty. that they teach their children to read 
at the earliest possible period, and that 
they teach them to read the scriptures. 
In Switzerland also, the mind is early 
directed to the attainment of useful infor- 
ination. ‘The peasantry are intelligent 
far beyond the same rank of men in most 
other countries. Now, sir,in both coun- 
tries I have cited, crimes of magnitude 
are comparatively a rare occurrence, 
and public executions few. 
the protestant cantons in Switzerland, 
the executioner was called upon to per- 
form his hateful office, only ence tn the 
long space of twenty years. And we 
learn. from the statements made on the 
authority of the right hon. C. Hope at 
the conclusion of his circuit at Glasgow, 
in 1808, thatthe entire number of com- 
mitments in Scotland for criminal often- 
ces, from the time of the Union (1607) 
up to that period, but a very little ex- 
ceeded the average number of annual 
commitments and prosecutions for like 
offences in England and Wales, for the 
preceding 2 years. 

“ There is also, sir, a country, in 
which the case is strikingly the reverse 
of these—it is calenlated that of the 
whole mass of Irish population, not a lar- 
ger proportion than one in three, or per- 
haps four, isable toread. And whatis 
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the moral condition of this people >— 
Rebberies and murders are awtully tre- 
quent. ‘Lo comment on these facts, 


Sir, would be libellous on the understand- 
ings of all who hear me, they come home 
to ‘the judcment and feelings of every re- 
flecting being. 


“ There are yet, sir, twoother facts, 
to which, a3 bearing directiy on the sub- 
ject ia discussion, f must beg your atten- 
tion. The first of these is that of the 
large number of unhappy persons who 
have forleiied their lives to the violated 
laws of their cy: ounte y, but a very minute 
nroportion has been found able te read. 
This was ascertained in a particular 
manner by the late governor of Newgate, 
Mr. Ackerman, who assures us that the 
number of felons whoinhe had known 
executed, * not one inan hundred had 
Jearned toread or write.’ In perfect 
accordance with this statement, are the 
observations o! ‘Dr. Ford, the respected 
ordinary of Newgate. ‘The yther fact to 
which I allude, sir, more immediately re- 
Jates to the good effects of Sunday 
schools, and it is this, th: at eared have 
but very rarely occurred of persons, 
instructed at a Sanday school, being 
convicted of a crime. Out of 400 
boys that have been educated at the Sun- 
day schools in Gloucester, but one in- 
stance of this was ever known.” After 

rlancing at some of the benefits of Sun- 
day schools, the speaker proceeds, [ will 
just mention another advantage of no 
mean importance, connected with these 
schools, the habituating children to a 
becoming reverence for the Lord’s Day. 
Hundreds of criminals have declared at 
the place of execution, that the profana- 
tion of the Sabbath was the first step in 
the career of vice. The barriers of mo- 
rality once broke down, the compunc- 
tious remoustrances of conscience once 
silenced, transition to crimes of greater 
moral turpitude, was found easy and na- 
tural. 


tr Whoever contemplatesthese facts, or 
looks into any part of the history of our 
Sunday schouls, will not wonder that 
they are popular on the other side of the 
atlantic, and that, after witnessing their 
happy effects during five and “thirty 
years, there is scarce ly @ village in Eng- 
land without ou 


BIBLE AMONG MAHOMEDANs 


In the following letter from Rev, 3, 
Nylander, a missionary in Westie, 
Africa, addressed to the Britich », 
Foreign Bible Society, our tn 
will perceive that the. Mahomeday 
that coast receive the Bible with tiny: 
Julness, and that the eapectation is nut 
chimerical that creat wood will }, 
derived from the distribition of ¢ 
Scripture among them. The Britis 
and Fo rer gn Bible Soci: ty have po. 

ratly sent a supply ce singe Bibles 

iv tie missionaries on t COUN Agree 
hie totheir in got Ri 
SEPTEMBER 4th, 1815 


1 would beg you to send me a few |. 
rabic Bibles; the distribution of whic! 
will perhaps be attended with great bles 
sings. I had five Bibles, four of w . 
Lhave given away, and keep one for 
own use. Twol gave to Dademiede. | , 
strict Mahomedan : he kept one, an! 
sent the other to Wonkapong ; and, as 
great number of Mahomedans visit tye 
king of Bullom, | presented one to him, 
saying, that this is the book which makes 
amau wise and good, if is Ged’s Word; 
he speaks fo us to this book by Moses, 
the Prophets, and Apostles, and by ¢ 
son Jesus Christ : this is the book wii 
I wish to translate into the Ballom lao- 
guage, and to teach children and old peo 
ple toread it. The king was very » 
to have such a good book in his posses 
sion: and to the first strangers tnat ve 
ited him, he recommended this “ wie 
man’s book,” as they call it. Seve: 
of the learned ones visited me : w: read 
a few passages; and they were astonisic: 
that a white man should have writte: 
this book in their favorite language— 
Some time afterwards, I went to see 0 
king and saw about twenty Mahowe:- 
dans sitting together in deep convert 
tion, and an aged Mahomedan teacher 1! 
the midst of thein reading the Bible : he 

visited me, and begged for a Bible. { 
was very glad to put that invaluable boox 
into his hands. Heis pretty well ac: 
quainted with the New ‘Testainent, and 
likes to converse ou the sulsject contain: 
ed init. With ereat thankfulness hie 
accepted the tw ble and said, «& When! 
come home. [stall read this pete to a! 
my peuple.” 





